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Naomi Manuel found herself in a relationship that progressed quickly.  The couple moved in 
together shortly after they met and had a child together.  Regardless of whether or not the 
father was going to be around for the “long run”, Naomi wanted her baby.  Although her 
partner was not physically violent, the emotional and verbal abuse was severe and the 
relationship began to deteriorate.  The final straw came on July 28th, 2002 when he unlawfully 
confined Naomi and assaulted her.  He repeatedly strangled her and shoved his fist down her 
throat causing her to go in and out of consciousness.  Naomi was finally able to escape and she 
called the police. 
  
On December 1, 2002, her ex-partner picked up their two-year old boy for a court scheduled 
weekend access.  Later that night, Naomi received a tearful phone call from her ex-partner.  He 
talked about the wonderful day their son had enjoyed in Camrose with family.  Before he ended 
the call he said that he “just couldn’t do this anymore” and that someone would have to come 
and pick them up.  Naomi was terrified; she didn’t know what her ex-partner meant, but she 
knew something was terribly wrong.  She called the police and they commenced a search for 
her ex-partner and her son.  The next day brought the worst news anyone can hear; her son, 
Cole Harder, had been the victim of a murder-suicide committed by his father.   Cole’s death 
devastated and forever changed Naomi. 
  
Naomi epitomizes the theme of this year’s Selinger Awards Luncheon – Hope & Courage.  
Anyone who has ever met Naomi is inspired by her strength.  Naomi was approached by Valerie 
Campbell, Coordinator of Family Violence Initiatives for Alberta Justice, requesting her 
permission to share her story when training law enforcement in Alberta.  Naomi did not 
hesitate and not only provided her story, but has dedicated much of her spare time working in 
a volunteer capacity to help educate police officers across Alberta.  Naomi also assists the 
Calgary Police Service Domestic Violence Unit with the training of many Calgary Police Service 
recruit classes.  Her insight and perspective illuminates the critical importance for 
understanding the dynamics of domestic violence. 
 
Despite a huge emotional toll, Naomi’s professional and non-judgmental manner is remarkable.  
Cole’s and her story points out the importance of conducting proper risk assessments when 
responding to domestic violence cases.  Her quiet approach enables her to speak in a way that 
doesn’t place blame or shame on anyone.  Naomi’s ability to share her personal tragedy 
provides first responders and others dealing with families in crisis crucial information about 
what to look for and how to identify the pieces that are often overlooked.  The impact Naomi 
has on people who hear her speak is overwhelming.  New recruits are inspired by her bravery 
and experienced officers are touched by a deeper level of understanding as a result of her 
honesty.  
 
As Naomi sees it, her role as Cole’s mom didn’t end with his untimely and violent death.  Cole 
lives on through Naomi.  Her choice to turn her personal tragedy into an opportunity to help 
others is incredible.  Naomi is forever “Cole’s Mom”. 


